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Abstract

An “available energy” is defined for every state of any system. The definition is
independent of (a) the concept of work, (b) any reference environment, and (c) the make-
up of the system (e.g., “macro” or “micro). On the basis of this available energy, given
any composite system, the contribution of each subsystem to the available energy -- that
is, the exergy content of a subsystem -- is defined, as well as the instantaneous “dead

state” of the composite and each subsystem.

Some pedagogical, scientific and engineering implications are discussed.
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1. Basic Concepts

A system is distinguished at any instant
by its contents. Associated with each content is
an additive property. For any composite system
consisting of two or more systems, the amount
of any additive property is equal to the sum of
the values for the systems comprising the com-
posite.

For each system, a balance equation can be
written for changes in the amount of any addi-
tive property in the system. The balance equa-
tion represents any change in an additive prop-
erty in terms of the causes of the change, namely
transports and productions. Thus, given any
additive property of a system, symbolized by
N(),

dN = dN, + dN, (¢))

For any additive property represented by
N(t), the net transport into the system from some
reference time-zero up to time t is Ni(t); this
function reflects exchanges of content with other
systems. An interaction between two systems
occurs whenever there is any exchange between
them. An exchange between two systems has an
equal and opposite immediate effect on the ad-
ditive properties of the two, and it has no effect
on the additive properties of the composite of the

two. When there are exchanges with more than
one other system, the function N(t) can be ex-
pressed as a sum with each term representing an
exchange with one of the others. A system is
isolated when there are no interactions with
other systems (or, in practice, when any interac-
tions with other systems have negligible effect
upon the phenomenon being modeled).

The net production within the system up to
time ¢ is given by the function N(t), which re-

flects any change of N(t) which is not a result of

transports. Hence for any composite system the
value.of Ny(t) equals the sum of the values asso-
ciated with the systems making up the compos-
ite. Any phenomenon which changes an addi-
tive property independently from a transfer
thereof is said to occur spontaneously. An addi-
tive property is said to be conserved when there
is no production, positive or negative, thereof.
Obviously, the conserved additive properties of
an isolated system are constant in value.

Among the additive properties employed to
model a phenomenon, some are primitive,
namely those representing contents whose exis-
tence is simply accepted, postulated. Examples
of additive properties which are commonly taken
as primitive are “number of electrons” and-
“number of H atoms”, and “number of H, mole-
cules” ot “number of H' ions”, and momentum.
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Herein, energy and entropy are taken as primi-
tive, as for example by Obert (1949) and Callen
(1960). However unlike Callen, who postulates
the existence of entropy only for “equilibrium”
states, here it is postulated that every state has a
value of entropy (as in the case of energy). This
postulate is in accord with the conclusion, that
every state has an associated entropy, deduced
by Gyftopoulos and Baretta (1991) on the basis
of alternative postulates.

Among the dependent variables associated
with a system at an instant 7, those which make
no reference to earlier times are called proper-
ties. Included, of course, are those variables
called additive properties above. The transport
functions represent “historical logs” -- amounts
transported from the beginning of the phenome-
non being modeled up to the instant ¢ -- and
hence are not properties. The same is true for
the production functions.

The state of the system at an instant t is
determined by the values of its properties. The
state of any composite system is determined by
the states -- the values of the properties -- ex-
hibited by its subsystems.

2. First Law

Herein, the first law is taken to postulate
(1) the existence of the additive property, en-
ergy, with a finite value at every state of a sys-
tem, (2) conservation of energy, and (3) that
whenever systems interact there is a transfer of
energy between them, and every energy transfer
is associated with the transfer of another addi-
tive property.

That is, for every independent dNy there
corresponds a dE;, and hence a coefficient, to be
called C;, relating the two and defined by:

dE;; = C;-dNy 2)

3. Thermostatic States

Consider any set of additive properties as-
sociated with a system, excluding its energy.
For example, consider the set consisting of the
entropy, the volume and the component amount
of a, {S, V, N,} -- component as defined by Hat-
sopoulos and Keenan (1965). Given any state of
the system, with its values of (S, V, N,), many
other states of the system may have those same
values. Each of the states with these values of
the constraints has its own value of the energy
E. Among all of these values of the energy,
there can be only one minimum value, and many
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of the states may have that minimum value.

A state which has the minimum value is
said to be thermostatic, when subject to the con-
straints (i.e., for this example, when subject to
specified values of {S, V, N.}).

Figure 1 may be helpful for illustrating the
concepts being developed here. The overall
system consists of two subsystems, 1 and 2,
composed of gas a, of total fixed amount N,. At
the instant at hand the total entropy is S(t) and
total volume is V(t). Traditionally we call any
least-energy state which is consistent with S(t)
and V(t), the equilibrium state of the system at
that S and V. Here such a state is called a ther-
mostatic state. This alternative terminology is
chosen in order to emphasize that “thermostatic
state” is defined in a manner which is different
from the usual definition for “equilibrium state.”
Here it is not implied that, at a thermostatic
state “nothing moves” or “nothing is happen-
ing” or “if the system were isolated, then noth-
ing would happen.”

Figure 1

It follows that for thermostatic states there
exists a function relating the value of the energy
to the constraints. For the case at hand,

Eo =Eq(S, V, No) 3)

At any state with the values (S, V, N,) for
the constraints, E, will be called the thermo-
static energy of that state, which may of course
be less than the actual energy. The function
which relates the thermostatic energy to the val-
ues of the constraints will be called the funda-
mental thermostatic property relation.

The thermostatic energy, being a function
of other properties, is a property of every state.

Any variable which is a function of the
constraints alone will be called a thermostatic
property. Thus, in addition to E,, every deriva-
tive of the fundamental property relation is a
thermostatic property. For examples, given the
function Eg(S, V, N,) then Ty = OEq«(S, V; N,)/8S
and py = —0E¢(S,V,Ny)/O0V are thermostatic
properties, called the thermostatic temperature
and pressure respectively. At any state, there




are associated values of all the thermostatic
properties. These associated values are in gen-
eral not identical to actual values, just as the
thermostatic energy is not identical to the actual
energy (except at a thermostatic state).

4. Available Energy

Given any set of constraints, such as {S, V,
N,,}, the corresponding available energy at any
state, is equal to the actual energy minus the
thermostatic energy.

A() =E() - Ee(1) @)

For example, with the constraints
{S!V!Na}?

A(t) = E(t) - Ee[S(), V(), N.(©) ] (&)

Clearly, since Eg(S(t), V(1), Ny(1)) is the
minimum value of energy consistent with the
constraints {S(t), V(t), Nu(t)}, the available en-
ergy cannot be negative. And it is positive at all
but thermostatic states, where the actual energy
equals the thermostatic energy.

The value of Eq and hence the available
energy corresponding to one set of constraints
will in general differ from that corresponding to
another set of constraints.

The available energy of a system which
consists of two or more subsystems is not an ad-
ditive property. That is, if each subsystem is
subject to the same constraining properties as
the overall subsystem, the sum of the subsystem
available energies is generally not equal to the
available energy of the overall system. In fact
the available energy of every subsystem could be
zero -- that is, each could be, alone, at a thermo-
static state -- while the available energy of the
overall system were positive,

For example, in Figure I, each of the two
samples of gas could, alone, be “at equilibrium,”
while they were not “in equilibrium with each
other.” Or better, subject to ifs entropy and vol-
ume {S;,V,} subsystem 1 could be at a thermo-
static state, and so could 2 relative to {S,,V,}.
Whereas, at the same instant, the overall system
could be at a state which is not thermostatic
relative to the overall {S,V}.

The available energy of a system can be re-
duced (a) by lowering the energy toward the
thermostatic value with no ner change of the
constraints, or (b) by raising the thermostatic
energy toward the current value by changing the
value of one or more constraints, or (c) by any

combination thereof. Any such reduction of the
available energy can result in (a) an equal in-
crease in the available energy of another system,
(b) a lesser increase, or (c) no increase in the
available energy of any other system.

For example, consider the (very) special
case where Subsystems / and 2 are each, alone,
at a thermostatic state, both have the same pres-
sure and the same amounts of each component,
but the temperature of 2 is greater than that of /.
The overall system has positive available energy.
We could envision lowering the available energy
without net change of any overall constraint in
several manners: (a) The available energy could
be obtained from the overall system by removing
energy from 2 with entropy and adding energy
to I with equal amounts of entropy, until the
temperatures were equal -- while allowing their
pressures to remain equal (but not constant); (b)
the available energy could be obtained by isen-
tropically compressing / and expanding 2 until
the temperatures are equal and then -- keeping
their temperatures equal (but not constant) --
compressing 2 and expanding / until the pres-
sures are equal. In the former case all of the
available energy is obtained via the exchange of
entropy between the subsystems, and in the lat-
ter via the exchange of volume. The net energy
obtained is the same in both cases, equal to the
energy of the initial state of the overall system
minus the energy of the thermostatic state corre-
sponding to the initial (S, V). The amount is
shown by the shaded area in Figure 2a, corre-
sponding to the first scheme, and by the shaded
area in Figure 2b, corresponding to the second.
Although it is not recommended, one could say
that in Scheme a the available energy is ob-
tained as a “useful heat output” and in Scheme b
it is obtained as a “useful work output.” It is
true that the “useful heat output” could be con-
verted to the “the useful work output.” It is
equally true that the “useful work output” could
be converted to the “the useful heat output.”
Therefore, neither is better than the other.

Although only one is necessary, the avail-
able energy could be obtained by any combina-
tion of “useful heat” transfers and “useful work”
transfers.

Even though available energy is not addi-
tive, given (a) any breakdown of an overall sys-
tem into subsystems, and (b) a set of constraints
imposed upon the overall system, it is possible
to attribute a portion of its available energy to
each of the subsystems composing it.. That por-
tion of the overall available energy attributed to
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Figure 2(a)

a sub-system is called the exergy of the subsys-
tem, to be developed presently. First, though, it
is necessary to determine conditions which must
be satisfied at a thermostatic state of a system
which is a composite of several subsystems,

5. Sufficient Conditions for Thermostatic
States

The overall available energy at any state is
equal to the actual energy minus the energy at
the corresponding thermostatic state. That is, in
accord with the preceding equation, A(t) = E(t)
minus the energy at the thermostatic state which
has the same values of the constraints as the ac-
tual state. For simplicity, suppose that the sys-
tem consists of only two subsystems. Then,

E(@®) = E (1) + Ex(1) (6)

and

Eo[S(1), V(©), N,(D] =
Bo[ S1(1)+8,(t), V1()+V (1), Ny ()+N,(®)] (7)

where the function E¢(S, V, N,) is for the overall
system.

If, relative to the same set of constraint
properties, a subsystem has available energy
then so must the overall system have at least as
much. Hence, when the overall system is at a

thermostatic state, each of its subsystems must
be at a thermostatic state of its own. So,

Eo[S(1), V), Ni(®)] = Esp[Ser(t), Ver(V),
NaBl(l)]

+ B[ Sez (1), Vez (1), Negz (0)] ®)
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Figure 2(b)

Here, the functions E.e(S, V, N, and
Eo(S, V, Np) are those of Subsystem 1 and Sub-
system 2, specifically. On the other hand, for
example Sg;(t) denotes the value of the entropy
of Subsystem 1 when the overall system is at its
thermostatic state with overall entropy equal to
S(t). (Notice that the subscript on Sg, is in the
reverse order of the subscript on the function
Ee.)

What are the implications of the last two
equations?  What necessarily follows from
them? Of course, at the thermostatic state of the
overall system, the following relations must be
satisfied:

Eq; (1) + Bqg, (1) = Eo() ©
Se1 (1) + Sz () = S(D) (10)
Vo1 () + Ve (1) = V(1) (11)

Similar relations hold for N,(t), but to sim-
plify the deductions suppose that all of the actual
states under consideration have fixed values of
Nam and Nm

Then, with Equations (9) through (11), at
the specified S(t) and V(t),
dE, = [OE,¢/051(Se1 , Vo1 )dSer
+ [OE6/8V1(Se1,, Ve1)dVey
+{0E;6/081(Sez » Ve ) —dSe1 ]
+ [OB0/0V](Sez , Vo2 ) -dVerl  (12)

Since the‘overall S and V are fixed, dE; =
0. Then Equation (12) requires







